
Modesto police raid smoke shops, seizing flavored tobacco, cannabis and gambling machines 
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Image taken from video of Modesto police crackdown on illegal tobacco and cannabis product sales 
Modesto Police Department Modesto police, in collaboration with a state agency, confiscated thousands 
of dollars’ worth of illegal products at smoke shops including flavored tobacco, marijuana, gambling 
machines, drug paraphernalia and psychedelic mushrooms.  

The operation with the California Department of Tax and Fee Administration resulted in eight arrests and 
seizure of an illegal firearm, police said Thursday.  According to a news release, authorities received 
complaints regarding the sale of cannabis-infused products and flavored tobacco at local businesses. 
Notices were sent to a half dozen businesses telling them to cease and desist. In some cases, edibles 
containing cannabis were packaged and sold as copycat versions of popular food and candy products to 
make them attractive to young people, the news release said. The businesses were not licensed to sell 
cannabis.  

The agencies conducted compliance checks Monday at smoke shops on Paradise Road, Yosemite Avenue, 
Maze Boulevard and McHenry Avenue. “This crackdown serves as a reminder of the dangers and 
criminal activities associated with the illegal sale of such products,” Modesto police said. “Not only does 
it pose risks to public health and safety, but it also impacts the quality of life for our residents.”  

This story was originally published March 30, 2024, 1:31 PM. KEN CARLSON THE MODESTO BEE 209-578-
2321 Ken Carlson covers county government and health care for The Modesto Bee. His coverage of 
public health, medicine, consumer health issues and the business of health care has appeared in The Bee 
for 15 years.  

Read more at: https://www.modbee.com/news/local/crime/article287241275.html#storylink=cpy 
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