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Council Policy 

Manual –

Chapter 4.08 

Council 

Censure

 Censure is a formal resolution of the 

City Council officially reprimanding one 

of its members for negligently, 

intentionally, or willfully violating a law, 

regulation, City policy, or the City Code 

of Ethics, while serving as a City of 

Stockton Councilmember. A censure 

shall be considered an expression of 

disapproval by the City Council but 

carries no additional penalty or fine 

imposed by the City Council.



Complaint Letter 
Submitted to Clerk

Council Meeting - item 
agendized for initial 

consideration

Remaining 4 
Councilmembers 

unanimously vote that 
the matter should NOT

move forward

Matter is closed

No motion occurs or 
remaining 4 

Councilmembers are not 
unanimous

Mayor appoints three 
members to the Ad Hoc 
from the remaining 4 

Councilmembers



Ad Hoc Committee meets, 
reviews evidence, and 
prepares a report with 

recommendation to the full 
Council

Ad Hoc report and 
recommendation to Council 
received by City Clerk. Clerk 

notifies full Council.

If report and recommendation 
concludes a Censure hearing 
is not warranted, no further 

action will be taken

If the report concludes a 
censure hearing is warranted, 
the City Clerk will notify the 
person against whom censure 

is sought and schedule the 
Public Hearing

Council meets and decides if 
censure is warranted.  

Censure requires the adoption 
of a resolution with 

appropriate findings by a 
majority vote.



Next Step: Councilmembers not involved 

in the complaint

Unanimously Vote NOT

to Proceed

 Censure hearing does not move 

forward

Vote is Not Unanimous or 

there is No Vote at All

 Censure Hearing moves forward

 Mayor appoints from the four 

members not involved in the 

complaint, 3 members to the Ad 

Hoc Committee

OR


